
Gazing west.





Belles of the Ball.  
From left, Sparrow Foundation  

associates Shela Dubenion-Smith, Emily Jackson, 
Stacy Weeks, Amy Possavino and Cindy Artibee gather for an 

evening of friends, food and fun at the 2009 Sparrow Gala on Feb. 28 at 
the Country Club of Lansing. This year’s gala, dubbed the “Heart Center Royale,”  

featured great food, casino-style gaming, music and dancing. Nearly 540 people attended  
the event, which raised more than $117,000 to benefit Sparrow’s Heart and Vascular Center. 

Marc D. Basson, MD, is the newly named 
chairperson, Department of Surgery, Michigan State 
University. Most recently Dr. Basson served as  
Chief of Surgery at the John D. Dingell VA Medical 
Center. In light of the new affiliation agreement between 
MSU and Sparrow, Dr. Basson says his first priority will 
be to recruit several new doctors to the region who can 
excel both at clinical work and research.
 

New surgical procedure  
can restore hearing
Sparrow doctors are restoring hearing to people affected by single-sided 
deafness through an innovative, new surgical procedure and device called a 

bone-anchored hearing aid, or BAHA.

 The BAHA consists of a small, titanium screw implanted into 
the bone behind the ear, an external, cone-shaped piece that 
connectsruith the screw, and the hearing device that attaches 
to the cone. 

Sparrow ear, nose, and throat specialist Kurt Richardson, M.D., 
implants the tiny screw in an outpatient procedure that takes 
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